
IF THt HAbt FlLMEi) IS NOT 
AS l.KUIbtK AS THIS LASLL. 
IT IS nCE TO THE I'l’ALITY 
OF THt OKIiilNAi..

r > -

PrcM RcIcii^-vFjii SiHX'IW 
Meeting NoiKe»

Pr1. Rd J"- r 1.1 ~h t..I 

~k..:11n 1 0111.1. 



ir THF. PACE FILHCD IS NOT 
AS LEGIBLE AS THIS UBEL. 
IT IS CUE TO THE QUALITY 

I OP THE OBIGINAL.

1

1
f^EWS u i Ik:anto

0. R. Bishop
(314) 694-ib3. iifilct)
(314 ) 432-203V (Xjm)

V. r. Boy*-*
504) 78S-b211 (Offlea; 
504 ) 785-4510 (Hoi«)

WNSANTO RNNOUNCES DIOXIN FOLLOH-UP TEST FIH0IN6S

LULINSf LA. Otc. 16 — Monssnto Coapany said today that further coapany 
tests at Its plant here confiraed that dioxin jund In the soil earlier this 
year Is confined to a saall localized area of the plant where the herbicide 
2.4.5-T«as handled In the ald-1960's.

Vincent E. Boyen, Luling Plant Manager, said the tests shoth.u that (he 
total area where any dioxin whatsoever could be found was approxiaately 100 
feet wide by 300 feet long and that over 80 percent of this area contained less 
then 10 parts per billion (ppb) dioxin concentration. The affected area Is 
along a section of railroad siding where 2.4.5-T was loaded and unloaded some 
16 years ago.

Sampling for the dioxin was observed by an official from the U.S. 
Envlronaenui ProUctlon Agency. iMedlately afur the sampling the area 
was covered with plastic sheeting and shells to assure that no exposure would 
result from disturbing the soil. Covering the area Is the most practical 
long urn approach for Halting axposure at Industrial slus.

Boyen said the latest test results show that the dioxin has nc. aoved 
from the railroad siding where 2.4,5-T was handled. •Concentrations ar, 
essentially limited to the upper 12 Inches of :j11 and drop off sharply away 
from the loading and unloading section of the siding,* he said. *That further
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doxln eoncontratlons of Uss than 10 ppb t«ra fcjnd In 89 parcant of 
tha ?l f^ra saagilas ana’yzad froa 16 locations on anc* iround tha rail siding. 
Katul ;s conf1i»d tha l<w lavals of dioxin found In tha original saavUng 
and furthar dafinad tha locallzad araa. In all, 50 locations hava baan 
taaailad at dapths ranging from zero to 40 Inchas.

Tha railroad siding along which tha dioxin «ms handlad Is mora than 
ona-half alia Inslda tha boundarlas of tha 1555 acra plant. Prtvious ttsting 
shOMad no avldanca of dioxin In water sanplas or In products currantly made 

at tha plant.
Monsanto has discussad the laUst Mst results with lUU, federal. 

and local officials and has Informed the plant workforce of tha findings.

•Ha will continue to manage the area In tha future In a aannar iriilch 
will ensure that there Is no hazard U our workers, tha community, or the 
environment,• Boyen said.

Monsanto's Luling Plant has ba.»n In operation since 1954. hpproximauly 
830 employees work at tha facility which Is on tha west bank of tha Mississippi 
River 15 miles west of Haw Orleans.
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